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Food for Thought: 

Close Encounter of a God Kind 

“In all your ways, acknowledge Him and He shall direct your paths.” 

~ Proverbs 3:5 

  

     Every time that I think that I have my life figured out and in 

balance, God throws me a curve. I never know from where it will come or 

what form it will take, but I do know that when God calls me, change is in 

the wind. Even though I plan, prepare, and try to move forward in my 

walk, God never lets me rest anywhere.  He knows that if I am not dealing 

with something that is helping me grow, I will become stagnant in my faith.   

  

     No matter how predictable and mundane my life may feel, I do enjoy the 

journeys and the changes that come from these little God side-tracks. The most 

interesting of these is the chance encounters because they take on so many 

different forms. It might be a renewed acquaintance with a long-lost friend one day 

or perhaps it’s a friend with a medical emergency that gives me opportunities to 

pray over them or others.  In all cases, God makes sure that there are always 

additional detours, disasters, and unexpected delights scattered along the path. 

  

      These are God’s chance encounters – meetings between people that seemingly 

happen out of nowhere.  Although God makes sure that nothing in life happens by 

chance, some of these encounters could change your life. Sometimes we don’t 

know we are having one of these experiences until much later when God’s 

intentions are made clear. 

  

      Recently, I had one of those encounters.  We were asked to host a visiting 

pastor for a couple of nights so that he could speak at our church. We didn’t know 

what to expect and were reluctant to volunteer. We never paid much attention to 

the event until God started encouraging us to volunteer and we finally gave in. 

  

     God usually gets my attention or announces that he wants me to do something 

with an unmistakable sign. I’ve told him that I need this because I am hard of 

hearing and hard headed.  So to get my attention, He needs to hit me over the head. 

This time He used a still small but constant voice so I couldn’t ignore it. When He 

speaks to me like this and I’m not paying attention, I miss His callings and 

whatever he has planned for me passes me by. 
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     There is no doubt in my mind that God orchestrated this visit.  I would never 

have suspected that a young hip youth minister from Cork Ireland would have 

anything in common with a 66-year old man, but God knew differently.  We hit it 

off from the start and jumped knee-deep into conversations about theology, 

Christian beliefs, Christian politics and of course, the Bible.  His visit was like a 

shot of adrenaline to my Spiritual life.   During the three days that he was here, we 

probably had six or seven hours of conversation, which was about 500 hours too 

short. 

These God-arranged encounters can be quite dramatic and surprising.  Although 

mine have not on par with those in the Bible, they have been, nonetheless, just as 

exciting. 

  

     In the Bible when the angel came to Mary, I would imagine that that she was 

afraid, confused, and had trouble grasping the concept of what God had in store for 

her.  And when Jesus confronted Paul on the road to Damascus, Paul never 

imagined that his life would be changed with that encounter, but God did.  Or how 

about Philip meeting that Ethiopian on the road and ending up explaining the 

Scriptures to him and baptizing him.  No one could have foreseen these events.  

  

      But not all encounters take place under unusual circumstances.  God often 

brings people together in the course of their daily routines.  Paul met Lydia when 

he went down to the river to where a regular prayer meeting was being held (Acts 

16); Peter and John were on their way to afternoon prayer in the temple in 

Jerusalem when they met and healed a man crippled from birth (Acts 3).  So it is 

easy to see that casual encounters could also have life-changing after-effects when 

God is at work through His people. 

  

          One of my favorites stories is the chance encounter between Jesus and the 

woman at well (John 4). The story is as relevant today as it was back then.  That 

meeting could have occurred at the office, at a bus stop, in line at a Starbucks, or 

when you and somebody else both head for the same empty treadmill at the same 

time. I guess you could call it a water cooler conversation - these two people 

needing to take a moment and refresh themselves. 

  

     But as with most chance conversations, just when things seem to be getting 

interesting, it’s over. Something always seems to get in the way - usually life. 

Suddenly it’s your stop on the bus, or the phone rings and you have to pick it up, or 

just like in this story, someone’s friends show up, and the moment passes you by. 
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     This story is not about some big secret.  It is just about encounters that are 

orchestrated by God.  There is no way that you can understand why they do, or 

why they don’t happen.  Some, you will figure out, some you never will. There is 

no way to predict when they will happen. No one can!  The Bible says to “Trust in 

the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding.  (Proverbs 

3:5) Each encounter is a divine appointment orchestrated by God.  Just as each 

problem in life is another opportunity for Him to show you His faithfulness and 

Love.  

  

    When you can’t go where and when you want to go, are you willing to listen for 

the lessons in the detour?  “…In all your ways, acknowledge Him and He shall 

direct your paths.” (Proverbs 3:5) 

  

     With God in control, are you willing to receive all the unexpected gifts that a 

day brings and be open to all those Close Encounters of a God Kind that He has 

planned for you? 

  

And Oh, what a journey it will be. 

  

Just Some Food For Thought 
 


